Expanded Brief for Project U Grip ‘Em

Our overall goal of this design endeavor is to approve the appearance and thereby the commercial appeal for our portable golf club re-gripping vise. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Our devise is a patented portable vise that gives golfers an easy way of re-gripping their golf clubs. This devise will be sold as one component of a complete golf club re-gripping kit.

The devise consists of 2 parts – the base and the collar. 

· The base consists of 3 individual components that are bonded together to form the base. The base has a golf club receiving slot and a collar receiving hole and is used by placing it as a bridge between two stable surfaces. (See Photos)

· The collar is a one piece devise with two sections connected by a living hinge. The two sections of the collar have half of a tapered channel that fit completely around the tapered shaft of a golf club and when placed into the collar receiving hole of the base holds the golf club shaft firmly and allows downward pressure to be applied to the replacement grip as it is installed onto the golf club shaft. (See Photos)

While the devise as prototyped (See Photos) works well, one of our team members describes it as a “white brick” requiring industrial design intervention.

Overall the team agrees with that description but also recognizes that the “white brick” is an engineered devise and as such several features of the “white brick” must be retained. Several of our team members feel that because of the must retain features there is little left for industrial design except for the color.  

Those must retain items are: 

The length – the length is now 270 mm and needs to remain such in order to provide enough length to bridge it between two stable surfaces. In addition, the 270 mm is approximately the same length as a golf grip and as the photos show allows for the devise to easily be included as an integral part of a complete re-gripping kit.

The understructure – the devise is designed to handle the substantial downward pressure required to install new golf grips over the golf club shaft. As currently designed the devise will handle at least 100 kilograms of weight which is probably somewhat overkill. So while the devise shape might be changed it will need to be engineered to retain the strength necessary to handle at least 50 kilograms of downward pressure.

The internal width of the “golf club receiving channel” in the base will need to be retained as will the internal diameter of the collar receiving hole in the base. 

The internal tapered channel of the collar must be retained but the collar could be changed from circular to rectangular if it would contribute to an enhanced design. However, that would also require a change to the shape of the collar receiving hole in the base.
 
