SYNOPSIS: THE HEART OF GEORGIA II
Mary Lois Dickinson was seen boarding a private plane in the middle of the night Saturday, during the weekend of the 50th Annual Peach Festival. By sunrise rumors were already circulating about her sudden departure. One rumor suggested she left town to avoid answering questions surrounding her father’s sudden death. Another rumor suggested Porter Daugherty forced her to leave town and to make sure she left he had his pilot fly her out-of-town. The favorite rumor was quite simply that she snapped and left town! Whatever the real reason, her sudden departure was a mystery.  
The story begins the weekend of the 50th Annual Peach Festival, the third weekend in June. Mary Lois Dickinson is the daughter of one of the ‘big three’ peach grower families in Peach City and she is in love. All her life she has dreamed of marrying Porter Daugherty and she hopes that this will be the weekend he pops the question. 
Peaches are big business in Georgia. The state is nicknamed ‘the peach state’ so it stands to reason it is considered ‘the golden fruit of the state,’ worthy of a special festival. According to history the peach seed was brought over to this country from China and according to an old Chinese proverb, ‘the petals of the peach can be used to put your intended into an intense trance of love.’ Mary Lois planned to steep peach petals in tea and adorn every dish she planned to serve for consumption with peach petals to Porter Daugherty. She was on a mission, a mission of love!
Porter is the oldest of the two Daugherty boys and his family is one of ‘big three’ peach growers in Peach City. He is considered by the local townsfolks as one of Peach City’s most eligible bachelors. Despite the well-known fact that Porter has a reputation for being a serial dater, Mary Lois has convinced herself he wants to marry her. Porter views Mary Lois as a close childhood friend and even though they ‘go out’ when he’s home, he has been careful not to cross the line of friendship. He steers clear of intimacy and tells himself he does not want to lead her on, even though he readily admits she has a crush on him. Mary Lois views the fact that he does not bring women home to Peach City is because of her.
This weekend, as usual Porter plans to fly to Peach City for the 50th Annual Peach Festival. Most often, when Porter is home, instead of staying at his parents’ home he stays at the Peach City Hotel where he maintains a suite. The hotel is owned by another childhood friend, Etta Philpott. She is the only daughter of the third family of the ‘big three’ peach growers. Etta returned to Peach City five years earlier after a brief career as a flight attendant and opened a hotel in downtown Peach City. She and Mary Lois grew up together as friends and if you asked her, she would tell you Mary Lois has had a crush on Porter Daugherty for as long as she could remember! Etta presently dates the State Senator who represents Peach City, a friend and former law school roommate of Porter’s. This year she has invited some of her flight attendant friends for the weekend to celebrate the 50th Annual Peach Festival. 
The moment Porter sees Etta’s friend Dixie, its love at first sight. Unfortunately, for Porter as far as Dixie is concerned he is no more than ‘entertainment for weekend.’ When Etta realizes Porter is interested in Dixie she begs her to discourage him. She knows Mary Lois considers them a couple and in her head, she thinks they are on the road to marriage. Dixie disregards Etta’s warning. She tells her she won’t be there long, and Mary Lois can have him back after she leaves. Now, Etta is worried! Meanwhile, Porter is trying his best to impress Dixie and he spares no expense. They spend Friday night together, all night and by morning, the local gossipers have spread the word around town that Porter spent the night with an out-of-town woman in his suite in the Peach City Hotel. When Mary Lois hears about Porter, her emotions take control of her thinking. She decides to confront him and when she hears he’s driving out to his family orchard to give ‘her’ a tour, she plans to confront him. No sooner than Porter arrives and opens the car door Mary Lois is standing in front of him with her hands on her hips. She immediately begins yelling and cursing and demanding an explanation for why he is riding ‘some woman’ around town when ‘they’ are engaged. At that moment he realizes she has delusions about their relationship and when he tries to calm her down and pull her aside to have a private conversation she pulls away and pretends to fall but not before she screams that he pushed her. A crowd is standing nearby and watching the drama unfold. Mary Lois falls so hard against the stone driveway she passes out. Someone pulls out a cell phone to take pictures while someone else calls an ambulance. 
The doctors at the Peach City Community Hospital can’t find anything physically wrong with Mary Lois other than some cuts and bruises, but they decide to keep her for a few days. Everyone in Peach City knows Mary Lois has a reputation of being a drama queen. Some call it drama others say she’s just plain crazy, like her father, Old man Dickinson! Old man Dickinson was considered by most in Peach City to be a tyrant, a crook and as mean as they come! But he did have a soft side. It was Mary Lois and everyone in Peach City knew she was his favorite child. He thought no man was good enough for his daughter and according to him, she could do no wrong! 
During the middle of the night, Mary Lois receives a call. As soon as she sees her mother’s name on her cell phone she knows something is wrong. She answers, and her mother tells her something is wrong with ‘daddy’ as she affectionately calls him. “He won’t wake up.” Mary Lois forgets her plan against Porter and tells her mother she’s on the way. As soon as her mother hangs up, she regrets calling Mary Lois.  She calls her brother, Freddie. He owns a family mortuary business left to him by their father. He is also the Peach City Coroner and he cannot stand his sister’s husband or any of their children, especially Mary Lois. He thinks she crazy, just like Old man Dickinson! Freddie answers the phone on the first ring after noticing his sister’s name. He quickly asks, “what’s the matter?” She tells him she found ‘daddy’ passed out on the back porch in his favorite chair with a lit cigarette still in his hand. She lowers her voice to a whisper and tells him she thinks he’s dead. When Freddie asks if she called anyone else, she tells him no then she quickly remembers she called Mary Lois. He wants to know how long ago but before she can answer he directs her not to touch anything and hang up the phone. He tells her he’s on his way. Sadie yells wait, but it’s too late. Freddie has already hung up. 
Freddie and ‘his friend’ arrive a few minutes later, ahead of Mary Lois. He knocks then enters the front door of the Dickinson house. When Sadie see him, she points in the direction of the back porch. Freddie sends ‘his friend’ to check on the body while he escorts his sister to the kitchen to sit down. He asks her to tell him everything, everything going on. She tells him how ‘daddy’ went outside for his usual late-night ‘smoke’ and when he didn’t return she went to check on him. That’s when she found him. Now, she began to whisper. She told him when she looked closer she noticed he was holding his cigarette in the wrong hand. Before he could ask questions, they hear the front door open. It’s Mary Lois. Freddie quickly sends a text to ‘his friend,’ ‘expect company’ then he remembers about the cigarette. He sends another text, ‘cigarette in wrong hand, take pictures.’ It isn’t long after entering the house that Freddie hears Mary Lois scream.
When Freddie has a chance to examine Old man Dickinson’s body he discovers a small prick behind his left ear, the size of a needle prick. He performs an autopsy and takes tissue and fluid samples. His autopsy reveals that Old man Dickson was murdered. He has a dilemma. He wants his sister to be able to bury her husband, collect on an insurance policy and move away from Mary Lois but his position as Coroner dictates he is duty bound to report the findings of his autopsy.      
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