
Wildwood is a growing community 

with exceptional green space,  

located in the western region of St. 

Louis County, Missouri. The City’s 

Town Center is a master-planned 

vision with New Urbanist retail 

and office space that attracts 

some of the most affluent  

residents and tourists in the region.
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“BEST OF” & AWARDS 
•   Ranked Top 10 “Best Small Cities for Families” (2016) in the US; (#2 in Midwest) by Nerdwallet

•   Ranked #1 for “Best Places to Live in Missouri” by BestPlacesNow.com

•   Ranked #42 “Most Comfortable City for Travelers in the US” (and #1 in Missouri) by Expedia

•   Rockwood School District ranked #4 for “Best School District in Missouri” by Niche.com

•   Assigned a 9 out of 10 for “Great Schools Rating” and “Most Safe” crime risk rating by Nerdwallet

•   Identified as a “Featured Trail Town” by American Trail Running Association (2016)

•   Has been named a “Tree City” for the past 6 years by the Arbor Day Foundation 

 

     

HISTORIC BACKGROUND 
Wildwood was incorporated on September 1st, 1995. Their long and rich history prior to that has shaped the character 

of Wildwood’s regions today. Wildwood’s Historic Preservation Commission has defined these unique areas to include:  

Centaur, Fox Creek, Glencoe, Grover, Hollow, Kelpe, Melrose, Monarch, Orrville, Pond and Westland Acres.  

The Historic Route 66 thoroughfare travels east-west through the heart of the Town Center, bisecting the historic  

communities of Grover, Pond, Hollow and Fox Creek.
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Community Context
Wildwood is a primarily residential community 
of approximately 35,000 residents located in 
far “West County” in the suburban St. Louis 
County region. The City is generally located 
in-between I-64, I-270, and I-44, and while 
none of these major interstate corridors travel 
through Wildwood, they still play a critical 
role in shaping its character and potential. 
Unlike much of the St. Louis region, Wildwood 
is distinctively defined by its considerable 
terrain and changes in elevation, presenting 
a very attractive rolling, wooded community 
character that reflects its place as a gateway to 
the Ozark foothills.

The City itself is largely defined by an east-
and-west boundary along Missouri Highway 
109, with areas to the west being more 
natural, low-density, and heavily wooded, and 
areas to the east more reflective of suburban 
densities and development patterns. Further, 
Manchester Road and Highway 100 (a historic 
U.S. Route 66 corridor) also primarily shapes 
Wildwood’s urban design, transportation func-
tionality, and land development patterns. This 
corridor largely links Wildwood to the rest of 
the St. Louis region, providing access to Ches-
terfield, while also traveling through nearby 
Ellisville, Ballwin, and Manchester, stretching 
all the way to the Chouteau Avenue district in 
Downtown St. Louis on the Mississippi River.

The City contains a considerable amount of 
parks, open space, and high-quality outdoor 
recreation, highlighted by a series of heavily 
wooded county and state parks, a number 
of equestrian facilities, and a ski resort. The 
community features its own schools, many 
of which are clustered on Highway 109 near 
Passiglia’s Nursery & Garden. 

Further, Wildwood features significant 
community facilities, such as the YMCA and 
a St. Louis Community College campus. 
Manchester Road represents much of the 
community’s heritage and historic buildings, 
including the Pond Historic District. Wild-
wood is unique in having one of the few New 
Urbanist town centers in the St. Louis region, 
which is anchored by a contemporarily 
designed, walkable, and pedestrian-oriented 
“downtown” that features a range of mixed 
land uses. 

Wildwood presents an appealing blend of 
residential, commercial, religious, education-
al, and employment land uses set against a 
backdrop of beautiful open spaces that has 
positioned the City as one of the most desir-
able communities in the St. Louis region.
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 CITY IS 68 SQUARE MILES IN TOTAL SIZE

•  Largest city in size in St. Louis County; 3rd largest city in size in Missouri

•  Highest elevation among surrounding suburbs (758 feet) at the foothills of the Ozarks

36,000+ POPULATION

•  12,500 households and 17,500 workers

•  42.5 years median age

•  $120,000 median household income

•  $362,000 median home value 

•  60% of housing stock constructed since 1990

OVER 11 SQUARE MILES OF STATE, COUNTY AND CITY PARKS, INCLUDING:

•  Four major parks: Babler State Park, Rockwoods Reservation, Greensfelder County Park and Rockwoods Range

•  Additional municipal parks: Anniversary Park, Bluff View Park, Glencoe City Park, Kohn Park, Old Pond School 

   Park and Community Park (ADA accessible to children of all ages, abilities and needs) 

OVER 50 MILES OF HIKING AND BIKING TRAILS provided by the City, the County and Great Rivers Greenway

•  Largest amount of equestrian population and trails in the State of Missouri

•  Home to the region’s only snow ski resort, Hidden Valley Ski Resort (since 1982)

950 ACRE NEW URBANIST TOWN CENTER VISION positioned in the heart of the community

•  Located at the intersection of Highway 100 (average daily traffic 21,894) and Highway 109 (16,367)

•  Multiple cultural institutions such as Wildwood YMCA, St. Louis Community College and local galleries

LOWEST SALES TAX RATE in West County (7.613%)

Surrounding communities have base rates of 8.113% - 8.613%, plus additional sales tax incentives

A VARIETY OF PROPERTY TYPES available for development

•  Commercial development is designated for the Town Center

•  High density residential in the Town Center; west of Highway 109 is preserved for 3+ acre lot density
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Business Districts on
Undeveloped Land

Proposed Business Districts &
Undeveloped Areas

Main Street 
Town Center
The core walkable, traditional “Downtown” 
area within Wildwood is defined by the six 
blocks along Main Street and Plaza Drive. 
The district includes buildings that are built-
to the sidewalk and “hold the corners,” such 
as the structure that includes Starbucks or 
the buildings located on the Fountain Plaza 
traffic circle; there is a traditional multi-sto-
ry streetwall present that includes the 
Wildwood Hotel and the building between 
Fountain and Eastgate Lane. These features 
reinforce the vision of a traditional “cen-
tral business district” designed around a 
walkable, human-scale block pattern and 
multi-story, mixed-use buildings. 

However, the district also includes urban 
design more typical of an auto-oriented sub-
urban environment, such as the Walgreen’s, 
as well as a major parking garage and a lot 
of surface parking. The district is home to a 
number of special events and festivals and 
serves as the “community meeting place” or 
cultural heart of the Wildwood community. 
There is undeveloped land between Main 
Street and Manchester Road that is envi-
sioned in the Town Center Regulating Plan as 
both “Neighborhood Edge” and “Workplace” 
land uses.

Historic Manchester 
Road District
On Manchester Road, west of Larry’s Tavern, 
the corridor transitions into a more 19th and 
early 20th Century historic character that 
features houses converted to commercial 
uses and infill, small-scale commercial strip 
centers. The district features a number of 
destination retailers, such as Three French 
Hens, Porch, Imogene’s, as well as Grover 
Post Office branch. Although the district fea-
tures overhead utility lines, on-site parking 
lots, and sidewalks that directly abut the 
curb, the area is still conducive to pedestri-
ans and cyclists and presents an “old town” 
charm. Unlike other parts of Wildwood which 
feature leased shopping center space, many 
of the commercial structures in this district 
are owner-occupied and represent substan-
tial investments by local, small business 
owners.
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TOWN CENTER

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT & EVENTS
on-going
FARMER’S MARKET 

january
FROZEN FEET HALF MARATHON TRAIL RUN

february
WINTER SCRAPBOOKING EXTRAVAGANZA

WILDWOOD WINTER SPORTS DAY AT HIDDEN VALLEY

CABIN FEVER HIKE

apri l
SPRING BALLOON GLOW

EGG HUNT

may
ELECTRONIC RECYCLING & PAPER SHREDDING EVENT

RECYCLE THAT BICYCLE

MUSIC ON MAIN CONCERT SERIES

june
GREEN ROCK TRAIL CHALLENGE

MUSIC ON MAIN CONCERT SERIES

PLEIN AIR ART EVENT 

july
MUSIC ON MAIN CONCERT SERIES

august
BACK-TO-SCHOOL PARTY

FOUNDERS’ DAY/ANNIVERSARY/ART FESTIVAL

september 

WILDWOOD BBQ BASH

october
TOUR DE WILDWOOD

ROUTE 66 5K RUN/WALK 

1K FUN RUN FOR KIDS
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CONTACT
Julian M.D.  Jacquin

Economic Development Manager
City of Wildwood, MO

M a i n :  ( 6 3 6 )  4 5 8 - 0 4 4 0 
C e l l :  ( 6 3 6 )  3 9 9 - 0 0 6 0

j u l i a n @ c i t y o f w i l d w o o d . c o m

c i t y o f w i l d w o o d . c o m
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